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Tina Struthers is a Canadian 
textile and visual artist, born in 
Cape Town, South-Africa. She 
creates large textile abstrac-
tions which attempt to map 
the unpredictability of human 
and climate change impact on 
global societies and environ-
ments.

Struthers’s work has been 
exhibited regionally, nationally 
and internationally, in both 
solo and group exhibitions, 
being selected for various international textile art 
biennales, notably the “VII World Textile art Biennale 
of International contemporary Textile”  in Montevideo, 
Uruguay where her artwork received a mention of 
honour. Her work has been exhibited in Poland, 
United States, Belgium, Ukraine, South Korea, South 
Africa, and Uruguay and Spain. To extend her art practice she presents conferances 
and workshops, recently during the WTA bienial in Madrid, 2019 and at Contextile, 
Portugal, 2018 

Her artistic practices includes the development of commissioned Cultural Mediation 
and public art projects. Public art commissions include “Unite dans la diversite”,  
created of the city of Vaudreuil-Dorion, and “La danse des mains”, presented at Place 
des Arts and on permanently installed at the Theatre Pauline-Julien, in Montreal.

Struthers is a recipient of grants from the Canada Council for the Arts, and the Conceil 
des Arts et letteres du Quebec and various prizes and mentions. After completing her 
studies in Visual communication with Fine art specialization, studying at the Open 
window art Institute in South Africa, the focus of her work shifted to using textile as 
her principal medium. She is currently working on her MFA in Fibre and Material 
practices at Concordia university in Montreal. 
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Artist Statement : Codex II 
Using textile as the basis for construction in my mixed media work, I contrast 
natural and synthetic fibres to create forms that seem organic as they move into 
their space. My imagery explores concepts of growth and change: fundamentally, 
metamorphosis is the theme that inspires it. 

                 My working process is anchored in 
creating sculptural forms and 

clothing them in contrasts. 
Assembling and integrating 

smaller elements to create 
a whole is my method. I 

use both traditional and 
contemporary textiles, 
I make soft forms 
with textiles and 
contrast this with hard 
elements like wood 
and glass beads. I 

create patterns and 
textures both inviting 

and rough, and surfaces 
embroidered so that 

their meticulously stitched 
quality will nevertheless 

enhance the feeling of growth 
and mutation. 

As an artist, I have always been inspired by organic elements in the natural 
environment. They are never static, their ever changing realities are only visible to 
us in time as we experience it. This 
quality of change, of imperceptible 
movement into decay on one hand 
and exuberant growth on the other, 
is one of the things that inspire my 
abstractions. Another is the impact of 
a sculptural form on it’s environment, 
and others the play between 
positive and negative space, light 
and shadow, and the engineering of 
shapes to simulate movement. 

The imagery resulting from this 
working process becomes a 
visual expression of my childhood 
memories of home: of the ocean, 
and it’s dangerous, beautiful rocky 
shoreline; of the fauna and flora 
surrounding the cape coast in 
South Africa. Ideas about travel 
and displacement, deconstruction 
and rebuilding are all undercurrent 
themes in my work.

AMANS (detail), 2016, 
Mixed medium , Dimensions: 27” x 48” x 41”,

 Photo Credit:  Josiane Farand

 INCREMENTUM, 2016 
Mixed medium

18”  x 9” x 9” Photo Credit: Myriam Frenette

AMANS, 2016
Mixed medium , 
27” x 48” x 41”,
Photo Credit:  Josiane Farand


